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FREE TRADE AGREEMENT (NZ-UK FTA) – FURTHER GUIDANCE 
 

 
 
Guidance was previously provided in Visa Pak issue 547, on assessing certain categories of business persons from the United 
Kingdom (UK), to ensure New Zealand meets its commitments under the NZ-UK FTA. 
 
The following guidance is available to the public on the Immigration New Zealand (INZ) website: 

• The article from Visa Pak issue 547 (‘2 June 2023 - Temporary entry of UK Business Persons under the New Zealand - 
United Kingdom Free Trade Agreement (NZ-UK FTA)’) 

• A news item and website guidance: 

o News item: Temporary entry of UK Business Persons under the New Zealand-United Kingdom Free Trade 
Agreement (NZ-UK FTA) | Immigration New Zealand 

o Guidance for ‘Contractual services suppliers and independent professionals from the United Kingdom’ (on how 
to apply): How we define a specific purpose or event | Immigration New Zealand 

o Guidance for ‘Contractual services suppliers from the United Kingdom’, and ‘Independent professionals from 
the United Kingdom’ (on duration of visa): How long you can stay on a Specific Purpose Work Visa | Immigration 
New Zealand 

 
Further guidance is now being provided in this Visa Pak, to clarify the maximum visa duration for one of these categories of business 
persons from the UK - ‘Contractual Services Suppliers’. 

Maximum visa duration for Contractual Services Suppliers from the UK 

The guidance in Visa Pak Issue 547 stated that these people will be encouraged to apply for a Specific Purpose work visa to be 
assessed under instructions WS2.1.1.c ‘Business people wishing to undertake business activities in New Zealand who can satisfy an 
immigration officer that they have genuine reasons to be in New Zealand for a period or periods exceeding 3 months in any one 
year’. 

 

The description of the specific purpose at instructions WS2.1.1.c, as quoted above, makes these instructions the most appropriate 
for assessing Contractual Services Suppliers (as described in detail in Visa Pak issue 547). However, while WS2.1.1.c allows for a visa 
of up to 12 months duration to be granted, the NZ-UK FTA only allows a visa of up to 6 months duration to be granted to Contractual 
Services Suppliers. 

 

Therefore, when assessing Specific Purpose work visa applications where the immigration officer is satisfied the applicant is a 
Contractual Services Supplier from the UK, while WS2.1.1.c remains the appropriate instructions for assessment, please ensure the 
maximum visa duration of 6 months (as required by the NZ-UK FTA) is taken into consideration. 

 

https://www.immigration.govt.nz/documents/visa-paks/visa-pak-547-nz-uk-fta.pdf
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/documents/visa-paks/visa-pak-547-nz-uk-fta.pdf
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.immigration.govt.nz%2Fabout-us%2Fmedia-centre%2Fnews-notifications%2Ftemporary-entry-of-uk-business-persons-under-the-new-zealand-united-kingdom-free-trade-agreement-nz-uk-fta&data=05%7C01%7CJoseph.Bird%40mbie.govt.nz%7C30768c71939347313b9108db723679e6%7C78b2bd11e42b47eab0112e04c3af5ec1%7C0%7C0%7C638229350539821959%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gTZoe3Myf7aABajh3evu6kYMrwj3AJaqNh93IXd04fo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.immigration.govt.nz%2Fabout-us%2Fmedia-centre%2Fnews-notifications%2Ftemporary-entry-of-uk-business-persons-under-the-new-zealand-united-kingdom-free-trade-agreement-nz-uk-fta&data=05%7C01%7CJoseph.Bird%40mbie.govt.nz%7C30768c71939347313b9108db723679e6%7C78b2bd11e42b47eab0112e04c3af5ec1%7C0%7C0%7C638229350539821959%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gTZoe3Myf7aABajh3evu6kYMrwj3AJaqNh93IXd04fo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.immigration.govt.nz%2Fnew-zealand-visas%2Fpreparing-a-visa-application%2Fworking-in-nz%2Fgetting-a-job%2Fspecific-purpose-or-event&data=05%7C01%7CJoseph.Bird%40mbie.govt.nz%7C30768c71939347313b9108db723679e6%7C78b2bd11e42b47eab0112e04c3af5ec1%7C0%7C0%7C638229350539978181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GjLNmiFVZ4PmN5UhJL6LfXi2zawRLOnAxfVWvr5a1fA%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.immigration.govt.nz%2Fnew-zealand-visas%2Fpreparing-a-visa-application%2Fworking-in-nz%2Fhow-long-can-you-work-in-new-zealand-for%2Fhow-long-you-can-stay-on-a-specific-purpose-or-event-work-visa&data=05%7C01%7CJoseph.Bird%40mbie.govt.nz%7C30768c71939347313b9108db723679e6%7C78b2bd11e42b47eab0112e04c3af5ec1%7C0%7C0%7C638229350539978181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CfTcTBSML3%2FmlSwP0U6814xnQNiTZboMA6iKlQFrkQo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.immigration.govt.nz%2Fnew-zealand-visas%2Fpreparing-a-visa-application%2Fworking-in-nz%2Fhow-long-can-you-work-in-new-zealand-for%2Fhow-long-you-can-stay-on-a-specific-purpose-or-event-work-visa&data=05%7C01%7CJoseph.Bird%40mbie.govt.nz%7C30768c71939347313b9108db723679e6%7C78b2bd11e42b47eab0112e04c3af5ec1%7C0%7C0%7C638229350539978181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CfTcTBSML3%2FmlSwP0U6814xnQNiTZboMA6iKlQFrkQo%3D&reserved=0
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