Hong Kong Branch processing times
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Residence Family Stream Processing Times

New Zealand carefully plans allocation of permanent residence places. The
Government's annual residence programme gives priority to skilled and
business migrants and the partners of returning New Zealanders. The family
capped stream (which comprises parent, adult child and sibling residence
cases) is currently allocated 4,950 - 5500 places per year. Demand for these
places currently exceeds supply.

There is a current waiting time of 18 -24 months for a place to become
available within the cap. In practice this means that an application will usually
take from 18-24 months from the time of lodgement to be allocated to a case
officer for assessment.
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Priority Family Applications - Partnership / Dependent Child applications
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Within 14 days of your application being received by Hong Kong Branch the
application will be allocated to a Visa officer and you will receive an
acknowledgement letter.
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In general, the processing time is between 6 to 12 months. However, the
processing time may vary depends on whether further documentation is

required or if there are any health condition or character issues that need
further assessment.
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Non-Priority Family Applications - Parent / Adult Sibling applications
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Within 14 days of your application being received by Hong Kong Branch you
will receive an acknowledgement letter.

The application will be allocated and assessed by a designated Visa Officer
within 12 months and the processing time will beyond 12 months.

Processing times may vary depending on whether further documentation is

required or if there are any medical conditions or character issues that need
assessment.
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Temporary visa applications
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Staff at Hong Kong branch process temporary visa applications as quickly as
possible. The times given below should be read as a general guideline.
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All processing times depend on full and accurate documentation in your

application. If verification is required or there are health and character issues,
the processing time will take longer.
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Times given are calendar days unless specified otherwise.
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Visitor visa — General or Business
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For residents in Hong Kong the processing time is within 5 — 14 days
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For residents outside Hong Kong, the processing time is within 15 — 30 days
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Partnership Visa — Work or Visitor
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The processing time is within 30 — 45 days, subject to health and character
clearance.
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Student visa
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For residents in Hong Kong the processing time is within 5 — 14 days subject
to health and character clearance.
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For residents outside Hong Kong, the processing time is within 15 — 30 days
subject to health and character clearance.
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Work Visa
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In general, for residents in Hong Kong the processing time is within 5 — 14
days, subject to health and character clearance, if applicable.
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For residents outside Hong Kong, the processing time is within 15 — 30 days
subject to health and character clearance, if applicable.
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Returning resident's visa
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In general, the processing time is within 14 days from the date of acceptance
of the application, and subject to health and character clearance, if applicable.
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Medical and Chest X-Ray Certificate
1510 B R ER St

In November 2005 Immigration New Zealand introduced new guidelines
concerning the medical status of people applying for visas and permits to visit,
study, work, or live in New Zealand.
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If you have an existing medical condition or there are questions arising from
the Medical and or Chest X-Ray Certificate (NZIS 1007) that you have
submitted with your application for a residence or temporary entry visa, we
are required to refer your documents to an independent medical assessor for
their opinion on your health.
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Certificates referred to an assessor at least takes 4 - 6 weeks to return to us.
Following this you may be asked to provide additional information in the form
of specialist reports clarifying the nature and prognosis of your condition.
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Please be aware that no decision can be made on the outcome of your
residence or temporary entry visa application until all questions regarding your
medical status have been resolved.
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