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INFORMATION TO ACCOMPANY APPLICATION FOR RESIDENCE IN NEW ZEALAND

This information should be read in conjunction with the booklet ‘Guide to Applying for Residence in New Zealand’  

This information is designed to inform about any variances or new information contained in that booklet and for ease of reference the headings and references here, match those in the booklet.
Submission of Application
TT Services collect visa applications on behalf of Immigration New Zealand New Delhi Branch. Hence all applications/documents should be sent directly to TT Services. Contact details of TT Services collection centres across India is given on our web site www.immigration.govt.nz  

All documents submitted in support of an application must be originals or certified copies. Certified copies must be stamped or endorsed as being true copies of the originals by a person authorised by law to take statutory declarations. If you are providing original documents, please ensure copies (uncertified) are also submitted.

Lodgement requirements 
We would suggest that you provide a covering letter with the application listing the documents enclosed and adding any relevant information that you want us to take into consideration.

1. Application Form

No variance to booklet 

2. Application fee

Application fees must be paid only by bank draft in either Indian Rupees or US Dollars.  Irrespective of currency, application fees cannot be paid in cash or by credit card.

Indian Rupees

The current fee for Skilled Migrant Category is INR 79,800 and all other residence categories is INR 52,600 (Inclusive of Settlement Information Fee).
The current fee for Refugee Family Support Category is INR 26,900 (Inclusive of Settlement Information Fee) 
The fee must be paid by bank draft drawn on a New Delhi bank, made payable to the “Immigration New Zealand”.  Drafts made out to the New Zealand High Commission or Embassy and/or drawn on a bank outside New Delhi cannot be accepted. 

US Dollars 
The current fee for Skilled Migrant Category is USD 1845 and for all other categories is US$ 1215
The current fee for Refugee Family Support Category is USD 625. 
The fee must be paid by bank draft in US dollars only, drawn on a US bank, and made payable to “Immigration New Zealand”.
3. Photographs

For applications lodged under any of the family partnership categories, attach two photograph of the New Zealand citizen/resident spouse.
4. Passport or Identity Document 

There is no need to submit the original passport or travel document at the time of lodging the application.  Certified true copies of your valid passport are acceptable.  If we require your passport in original you will be advised in writing.
5. Birth and Marriage Certificates

An original or certified true copy of a full birth certificate must be submitted along with the application. The certificate should include the applicant’s name, date & place of birth, the names of both parents and the seal of the issuing office.  If the name was not included at the time the certificate was issued, it can be endorsed on the certificate now by paying a late fee to the Registrar’s Office.  

If a person’s birth was not recorded, a “No Record of Birth Registration” letter from the relevant municipality or village authorities along with secondary evidence (see below) should be submitted

Applicants from India who do not have birth certificates can provide a School leaving certificate or Class 10th or 12th certificate which gives the applicant’s full name and date of birth; or an Affidavit sworn before a Magistrate/Notary stating date/place of birth.

- Marriage certificate issued by the Registrar of Marriages must be provided.

6. Evidence of Relationship to Principal Applicant

No variance to booklet

7. Migrant Levy

Applications lodged under Family or Business Investor Category and SMC which are APPROVED IN PRINCIPLE, applicants will be required to pay the migrant levy. 
The migrant levy is INR 10600 or USD 250 for people aged 5 and over, and INR 5300 or USD 125 for children under 5 years of age. If there are more than four people included in a single application, the migrant levy is only payable by the four oldest family members.   

The principal applicant will be notified of the amount of the migrant levy in the letter advising of the approval in principle. The migrant levy is payable by a bank draft favouring Immigration New Zealand. Please refer to section Application fee for more information on method of payment.  
Section A: Personal Details

1. Main Occupation (see question A10 of the application form)

No variance to booklet

2. Character requirements (see questions A89 to 91)

Certificates for police clearance can be obtained from the Regional Passport Office. 

It can also be obtained from the Office of Deputy Commissioner of Police/ Superintendent of Police for the area of your residence. Please note that police clearance certificates issued by any other official will not be accepted. To get a police clearance certificate from the Office of Deputy Commissioner of Police/ Superintendent of Police, you must obtain a letter for such a certificate from the NZIS New Delhi office.

The police clearance certificate submitted with the application must be the original, bearing the official Seal. 

Please refer to booklet on “How to Obtain Police Clearance certificate” which explains where police certificates from other countries can be obtained. 
3. Health requirements (see question A92)

The New Delhi Branch has appointed Panel Doctors. The medical certificates must be completed by one of the panel doctors and x-ray reports should be completed by a Radiologist referred by a panel doctor. Please visit www.immigration.govt.nz for the details of the Panel Doctor in India, Nepal and Bangladesh. You are required to take your passport along with you for medical examination.

Section B: Family Category
The Principal Applicant and their spouse must give details of ALL their family members in section A16 and A27 of the residence application form. As defined in the guide, family includes biological and adoptive (including those adopted legally or by custom) parents and children. It also includes all full/ half/step/married and adopted brothers and sisters. 

In case if any child is deceased, please remember to attach their death certificate and the adoption deed of any children adopted in/out of the family. 

1. Partnership (see questions C1 to C9)

No variance to booklet

2. Parents (see questions C10 to C11)

The evidence of residence status of all your children must be provided.

3. Sibling/adult child (see questions C12 to C13)

As evidence of the offer of employment from NZ, the applicants must submit a detailed employment contract signed by the prospective employer and employee. A letter from the prospective NZ employer (on their letterhead) stating the applicant’s detailed job profile is also required. 

If the job offer submitted with the application is from an organisation that has less than 10 employees, please submit the following documents as well:

1. Financial records for the organisation offering the job, showing its turnover for the past two financial years. (This should include a full report on the company’s profit and loss, assets and debts, and not simply a letter from the accountant commenting on their ability to pay. Such a letter would not provide sufficient detail to satisfy our requirement)

2. Certified copies of the organisation's tax and GST returns.

3. Evidence of work done by, or contracts held by, the organisation to show that there is on-going demand for their services and that they have an established client base.

4. Details as to the number of staff employed by the organisation and in what capacity, and whether they are full-time or part-time employees.

5. IRD End of Year statements

4. Dependent child (see questions C15 to C17)

If the application includes a dependent child who has been adopted by the principal applicant or their partner, evidence of Legal adoption in the form of an adoption deed issued by a Court of Law must be provided. 

If the principal applicant is divorced or separated from their spouse and wish to include a dependent child in their application, they must submit the legal custody papers for the child, including documents that prove that they have the right to remove the child from it’s country of residence. 

Section D: Refugee Family Support Category

No variance to booklet

Section G: Declaration

Please remember to select one of the three options given here, sign and date this declaration.

Translations:

Any documents not written in the English language must be accompanied by a full English translation containing the information normally found in an equivalent New Zealand document; or sufficient information to demonstrate that the policy criteria have been met.  However, Immigration New Zealand may, at its discretion, require applicants to provide full English translations of documents if this is considered necessary.  Translations must:

1. be certified as a correct translation made by a person familiar with both languages and competent in translation work; and

2. be prepared and certified by a recognised private or official translation service; and

3. not be completed by an applicant’s family member or a person with an interest in the outcome of the application; and

4. be on the official letterhead of the translation service; and

5. bear the stamp or signature of the translator.

Processing Time for Applications:

Priority family residence applications – four to six months for allocation to a immigration officer and a further nine to twelve months from date of allocation for processing.

Non-priority family residence applications – up to twelve months for allocation to a immigration officer and a further nine to twelve months from date of allocation for processing.
The Government's annual residence programme gives priority to skilled and business migrants and the partners of returning New Zealanders. The family capped stream (which comprises parent, adult child and sibling residence cases) is currently allocated 4,950 - 5500 places per year. Demand for these places currently exceeds supply. 

 

There is a current waiting time of 18-24 months for a place to become available within the cap. In practice this means that an application will usually take from 18-24 months from the time of lodgement to be allocated to a case officer for assessment.

 

Due to a marked increase in temporary entry applications received in New Delhi branch, we will forward residence applications which have been lodged under a non-priority category to our Shanghai branch for processing within three months from the date of receipt of the application at New Delhi branch. Please continue to lodge all family residence applications with us for processing.

 

Applications are allocated to a immigration officer within two years from the date they arrive in Shanghai branch and take a further 6-9 months from date of allocation for processing.

The time taken to make a decision on an application will depend on a number of factors. 

All documentation will be verified and the average processing times are as given above. However, the processing time may differ across different applications depending on the level of verifications deemed necessary.
The applicant will receive an acknowledgement letter, which will inform them regarding the allocation of a Immigration officer and will contain a reference number which should be used for future correspondence with our office. 
Skilled Migrant Category:
Due to a marked increase in temporary entry applications received in New Delhi branch, we are forwarding Expressions of Interest (EOIs) to our Bangkok branch for processing. Please continue to submit your EOIs to the pool for processing.

 

EOIs are being immediately allocated to an immigration officer who completes the processing in about a month.

 

Skilled Migrant Category applications – 15 months for allocation and nine to 12 months from the date of allocation for processing.

E-mail is the preferred mode of communication:

The general queries can be sent to NZISNewDelhi@dol.govt.nz and we would aim to reply to you within 48 hours. 
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