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	First Secretary Immigration

Yvonne Massey

e-mail:  yvonne.massey@dol.govt.nz


	Please note that The Hague office is now managed by the London office.  Kevin Cameron is the Branch manager of this office.  Please refer future inquires in respect of The Hague to this office www.immigration.govt.nz/london


	Contact Details

	Visa officers 

	Immigration New Zealand (INZ)
New Zealand Embassy

44 Ulitsa Povarskaya

Moscow 

Russia

Reception hours: 9.30 – 11.30am Monday to Friday (except public holidays)

Phone enquiry times: 

INZ can be contacted for phone inquiries  9.30 – 11.00 am, and 4 pm to 5 pm, Monday to Friday (except public holidays). 
Telephone: (7 495) 956 2642 

Fax:           (7 495) 956 358
	Residence/Temporary visas  

Marina Grigorieva                                   

e-mail: marina.grigorieva@dol.govt.nz   

Tatiana Pomerantseva                            

e-mail: tatiana.pomerantseva@dol.govt.nz  

Temporary visas 

Alexandre Kortunov

e-mail:alexandre.kortunov@dol.govt.nz 

Elena Sikorskaya

e-mail: elena.sikorskaya@dol.govt.nz
Inna Pereverzeva

e-mail: inna.pereverzeva@dol.govt.nz


Please note that effective 1 February 2006 due to the recent changes of
the regional phone codes, the dialling code for Moscow has now been 
changed to 495. 

The Moscow Branch voice mail system is not available so this means you
 are unable to leave a message on our phones and we have been advised it could be some time until this facility is restored.
The aim of this newsletter is to give you some information about Immigration New Zealand and recent issues or changes. We plan to send newsletters every 6 months or more frequently if required. We welcome feedback about any aspect of our work and would be happy to know if there is any particular area of our work you would like us to cover in these newsletters, or on our website www.immigration.govt.nz/moscow
We aim to provide excellent customer service at all times and need to know if you feel this has not happened. If you have been unsatisfied with the service received please provide specific details so that we can look to improve on our service. 

This newsletter will cover the following topics:

· Public holidays
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· Moscow branch – Receiving office for:
 page 3
· Application process
 page 3
· How to make payments: Moscow branch
 page 4
· Students statistics
 page 5
· Panel doctors
 page 6
· Fees – November 2005
 page 7
· Health Policy - November 2005
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· Info Sheet – Visitor Visa Relationship Applications 
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Immigration New Zealand Public Holidays 2006
The following public holidays will be observed during 2006:

	Moscow public holidays

	2 January
	In lieu of New Year’s Day

	3 January
	In lieu of the day after New Year’s Day

	4 January
	New Year Vacation

	5 January
	New Year Vacation

	6 January
	Russian Orthodox Christmas

	23 February
	Motherland Defender Day

	24 February
	Day after Motherland Defender Day

	8 March
	International Women’s Day

	14 April (pm)
	Good Friday

	1 May
	Labour Day

	9 May
	Victory Day

	12 June
	Russian Independence Day

	3 November
	National Unity Day

	25 December
	Christmas Day

	26 December
	Boxing Day


Countries covered by branches

The Moscow branch is responsible for processing applications from the following countries for the following application types:

	Moscow branch

	Responsible for:

· Armenia

· Azerbaijan

· Belarus

· Georgia

· Kazakhstan

· Kyrgyzstan

· Moldova
· Russia 

· Tajikistan

· Turkmenistan

· Ukraine

· Uzbekistan

· Estonia*

· Latvia*

· Lithuania*

*Family Residence category only. Temporary applications are processed by the Hague branch

	Process the following application types:

· Limited Purpose Visa

· Residence Family Category

· Returning Residence

· Student

· Transit

· Visit 

· Work


Applications for residence under the Skilled Migrant Category are processed by London branch.  

Application Process

Any application that does not provide all documents required by the approved application form at lodgement with Immigration New Zealand will be returned to the applicant.

English translations
All documents presented must be in English or be translated into English by an accredited translation service. You must send both the original document, or a certified copy, and the official translation when submitting an application.

How to prevent delays and confusion with your application

You can assist us in the following ways:

· Submit fully documented applications.  Sending items separately or later just means we will take much longer to make a decision because we have to go back to you and ask for missing information or try and marry up various pieces of an application that arrive separately. If you supply us with all the documents that are required at the time the application is submitted, you can expect us to meet the timeliness standards posted on our webpage;

· Use e-mail where possible to contact the case officers rather than using the telephone;

· Please do not send us multiple queries about the same application.  We have seen situations where emails, faxes, telephone calls and letters have been sent to us on the same day by the same person, all making the same application query. This guarantees a slower decision;

· Agents, please encourage your customers to make all application queries through their agent.  We are receiving queries from agents, applicants, the applicant’s family members and friends of the family. This guarantees a slower decision;

· When sending financial information to the Moscow Branch, please send us the original copy of any bank certificate you wish us to consider. Photocopies of these certificates are not very useful to us – we need the original documents.

Our objective is to make a decision as fast as possible and only have to touch the application once, you can help us to help you. 

Fees 

Russian citizens are exempt from Visitor’s Visa Fees.
When applying for a visitor visa your spouse and unmarried dependent children under 20 years of age may be included on your own application form IF they are applying for the same type of visa as you are.  Such family members do not then need to pay a separate fee.  Children 17 or older who are NOT dependent on you, all children 20 years of age and over, and any family member applying for a different type of visa must make their own application for any type of visa, and must also pay a separate fee.

You can check the fees for our various application types by using our calculator: http://www.immigration.govt.nz/migrant/general/formsandfees/officeandfeescalculator/LinkAdministration/ToolboxLinks/OfficeAndFeesCalculator.htm
How to make payments to the Moscow Branch
At this office application fees can only be paid in cash, US dollars.  Please check the fees calculator on immigration website noted above.

Please note we cannot accept either cheques or credit card payments.

Alternatively, the fee can be paid in NZ$ in New Zealand by the agent, sponsor or another contact.  For the fee to be paid in NZ, the payer has to complete a 'Fees Paid in NZ' Form.  The Form (Ref. NZIS1079) can be obtained from the nearest Immigration New Zealand office in New Zealand and then forwarded to the Finance Centre of Excellence, Support Services, PO Box 3705, Wellington, with the payment details.  When the receipt for the amount is obtained, the original should be forwarded to this branch with the application.

Student Statistics
The following tables show statistics for student visas and the changes in approval rate through the branches.  This has been achieved in part by a concerted effort in working with agents to ensure that they are aware of the parameters of the policy and that appropriate documentation is submitted at the time of the application. 

	Total Students, LPV and VV short term studies

	 


	 Year

	Approved

	Declined

	Total

	Approval Rate

	Decline Rate


	1998/99

	60

	44

	104

	58%

	42%


	1999/00

	129

	37

	166

	78%

	22%


	2000/01

	173

	51

	224

	77%

	23%


	2001/02

	249

	78

	327

	76%

	24%


	2002/03

	454

	87

	541

	84%

	16%


	2003/04

	448
	81

	529
	85%

	15%


	2004/05

	388
	40
	428
	91%

	9%


	2005/06*

	278

	29

	307

	91%

	9%


						
	*Note: The 2005/06 Financial Year is from 1-Jul-2005 to 31-Jan-2006



	


	Student Approval Rate: Moscow
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Changes to the student policy effective November 2005:

· Students who hold a graduate job search work permit, who then get a job, and apply under the ‘Work on completion of a course of study, with an offer of employment’ policy, do not have to pay a fee for this latter work permit. 

· Students may be granted a Variation of Conditions (VOC) to their student permit to allow them to work during the academic year and during any holidays within the academic year for up to 20 hours in any given week. This VOC can only be granted if the student is undertaking a New Zealand qualification that would qualify for points under the Skilled Migrant Category.

Panel Doctors
If you need an Immigration New Zealand medical certificate, you will need to use an Immigration New Zealand-appointed Panel Doctor. 

Our online list at www.immigration.govt.nz/branch/MoscowBranchHome/panelDoctors/ allows you to search for your nearest panel doctor. Type the name of the city or town nearest to you, or your county, in the 'Search' box to locate the nearest medical practitioner who can complete your medical certificate. 

For a full list of available panel doctors for any given country, type in the name of that country (e.g. Ukraine) and use the 'Next' button to move through the list. If your search result says "There are no items to display", please try another city, town or county.

Changes to panel doctor appointments have taken place in Kiev, St.Petersburg and Irkutsk and a radiologist has been appointed in Khabarovsk.  Contact details are:
	Doctor/Clinic:     Dr. Y.Gulko,  Hospital for Oil Processing Industry
Address:              8 Mykoly Amosova st, Kiev
Contact Details:   Fax: (044) 249 3672, 275 4144, 249 36 68

                            Tel: (044) 275 4181, 249 36 72

                            Email: iomkievmed@iom.int
City/County:       Kiev, Ukraine



	Radiologist:         Dr Valentina Ivanovna Alekseeva,  Family Medicine Clinic
Address:               60, Karl Marx str, Khabarovsk 680000
Contact Details:  Tel: +7 4212 781751

                            Fax: +7 4212 210680

City/Country:      Khabarovsk, Russia


	Doctor/Clinic:      Dr Kirill Rudinsky, American Medical Clinic
Address:              78, Moika embankment, St. Petersburg 190000

Contact Details:  Tel: 7 812 740 2090

                            Fax: 7 812 310 4664
City/Country:      St.Petersburg, Russia


	Doctor/Clinic:      Dr Kalmykov, City Hospital #1
Address:              188 Baykalskaya St, Irkutsk, 664079
Contact Details:  Tel: 7 3952 703701
                            Fax: 7 3952 423097

City/Country:      St.Petersburg, Russia



Fees - November 2005 

A new Fees Schedule effective 28 November 2005.
  

	Гостевая виза (все категории)Граждане России освобождены от уплаты
Visitors Visa (All categories) Russian citizens are exempt from the fee
	85

	Студенческая виза (все категории) на обучении более 3-х месяцев

Student Visa (all categories) for more than 3 months studies
	140

	Рабочая виза (талантливая категория)

Work Visa (Talent Category)
	205

	Рабочая виза (все остальные категории)

Work Visa (All Other Categories)
	140

	Виза с ограниченной целью пребывания  -   Limited Purpose Visa
Визит - Visit
Обучение - Study
	85

140

	Транзитная виза

Transit Visa
	95

	Виза на возврат постоянного жителя

Returning Residence Visa
	115

	Перенос визы из паспорта в паспорт

Visa Transfer
	70

	Постоянное место жительства (семейная категория)

Permanent Residence (Family Category)
	840

	Постоянное место жительства (категория квалифицированный иммигрант)

Permanent Residence (Skilled Migrant Category)
	1050

	Заявление на выражение заинтересованности в иммиграции (подача онлайн)

Expression of Interest, Online Application
	210

	Заявление на выражение заинтересованности в иммиграции 

Expression of Interest, Manual Application
	325

	Поселенческий сбор на каждого заявителя

Migrant Levy for Each Applicant
Поселенческий сбор на все заявление (максимально)

Migrant Levy for Application (maximum)
	210

840

	Предоплата языковых курсов для членов семей, на сдавших английский язык или сдавших, ниже, чем 3,5

ESOL Tuition Pre-Purchase for IELTS score less, than 3,5
	4,655

	Для сдавших английский язык на 3,5 или более, но ниже, чем 4

For IELTS score 3,5 but less, than 4
	3,500

	Для сдавших английский язык на 4 или более, но ниже, чем 4,5

For IELTS score 4 but less, than 4,5
	2,345

	Для сдавших английский язык на 4,5 или более

For IELTS score 4,5
	1,190


Health Policy November 2005
These changes aim to protect public health and minimise the costs and demands of immigration on New Zealand’s health and special education services and to do so without discouraging potential migrants

What are the new health requirements?
The main changes to the health screening requirements which took effect on 28 November 2005 are: 
· the definition of an Acceptable Standard of Health will be based on significant costs and demand thresholds for public funded health and special education services 

· all people intending to stay in New Zealand for longer than 12 months will be required to provide a Medical and Chest X-ray Certificate (NZIS 1007). 

Who needs to complete a medical?
Anyone intending a stay in New Zealand of more than 12 months must include a fully completed Medical and Chest X-Ray Certificate (NZIS 1007) that is less than three months old. 
Immigration New Zealand may, in some cases, request a medical certificate from applicants intending to stay less than 12 months.

Pregnant women and children under 11 years of age are not required to have an X-ray examination, but do have to complete a medical examination.

Who is exempt from the health requirements?
Temporary entry policy allows some visitors to enter New Zealand for medical treatment or medical consultation. Such applicants are exempt from the requirement to be of an acceptable standard of health.

Which Medical and Chest X-Ray certificate should applicants use?
Applicants should use the form Medical and Chest X-Ray Certificate (NZIS 1007), dated August 2005. From 28 November 2005, only the new certificate will be accepted. 
If an applicant completes a copy of the Medical and Chest X-Ray Certificate dated March 2005, it will be accepted only if the application is lodged before 28 November 2005.

 
What will happen if an applicant completes an old Medical & Chest X-Ray Certificate dated March 2005 and lodges the application on or after 28 November 2005?
The application and any application fee enclosed will be returned to the applicant, who will be asked to complete a new certificate (NZIS 1007 August 2005).

Where can applicants obtain the forms they need to complete?
The most recent versions of forms are available to download from http://www.immigration.govt.nz/migrant/general/formsandfees/formsandguides/
Alternatively, applicants or doctors can contact the nearest Immigration New Zealand branch for a form.

How much did a medical examination cost, and how much does it cost now?
The cost of the examination is set by the Medical Examiner conducting the examination. 
However, please note that some extra tests are required by the new form.

Does Immigration New Zealand specify at which lab or hospital the blood tests have to be processed?

No.  The Medical Examiner will use their own laboratory processes to analyze blood tests. The applicant may be referred to a reputable laboratory service of the Medical Examiner’s choosing and recommendation.

How does an applicant make an appointment for a medical examination?
The applicant should contact or Panel Doctor to set up an appointment.

Who can perform the Medical Examination?
Applicants outside of New Zealand should look at our list of approved Panel Doctors below who can perform their medical examination.
Can a photocopy of the Medical Certificate be used instead of a printed one?
Yes, a photocopy of the Medical Certificate can be used for the medical examination. The applicant must ensure that the photocopy is clear and legible. 
However, the applicant must not submit a photocopy of the completed and signed examination to Immigration New Zealand.

Does the Medical Examiner need to send the completed medical certificate in a sealed envelope to Immigration New Zealand, or is this the responsibility of the applicant?
The doctor should put the completed medical into the envelope and give it to the applicant directly.   The applicant is responsible for sending the certificate to INZ.

Does the applicant need to send the X-ray film to Immigration New Zealand?
No, not usually.  However, if the radiologist has noted an abnormality on the X-ray the applicant should submit the X-ray film along with the certificate to Immigration New Zealand. The applicant is responsible for submitting the X-ray film if the Immigration New Zealand Medical Assessor requests it.
INFORMATION FOR VISITOR VISA RELATIONSHIP APPLICATIONS

It is the basic requirement for all visa applications that the applicant should visit New Zealand for a lawful purpose.  Lawful purposes for a maximum period of 9 months for visiting New Zealand include visiting family, social visits, tourism, business and to get married.  

There is no specific visitor visa that allows an applicant to visit New Zealand to meet or test a relationship with a New Zealand citizen.  Applicants who fall within this category must therefore be tested against general visitor visa criteria to establish that they are bona fide visitors.  

When lodging an application for a general Visitor Visa which is based on relationship to a NZ citizen/resident it is the applicant’s responsibility to provide proof of an established relationship, which will form part of the requirement to show the applicant is a bona fide visitor to New Zealand.  
In particular a Visa Officer must assess the nature of the relationship between the applicant and the New Zealand sponsor and what incentives the applicant has to return to their home country. Consideration needs to be given to the following:

· sufficient funds – evidence of funds provided to support their stay in New Zealand. (sponsorship form, bank accounts, employment earnings etc);
· overseas travel - evidence of previous overseas travel to demonstrate previous travel history and returning to the country of residence (copies of visas etc);
· communication - evidence that both the applicant and the sponsor speak the same language or can communicate with each other.
· nature of relationship - reasonable proof of an established genuine relationship and whether it is a stable relationship which is likely to endure, such as how and when you met, frequency and length of meetings (When the applicant has never met their sponsor or met once only for a brief period it is considered they are unable to do this);

· contacts – evidence of meetings with each other (photos, copies of tickets, visas etc), evidence of other contacts (letters, telephone bills, e-mails, etc); length of time, frequency of communications;

· dependants/employment/study - considering whether the applicant has intentions to return to the country of residence at the expiry of the New Zealand permit, what social and economic incentives they have, the strength of family and employment obligations (details of: dependant family members staying in the country of residence; strong employment or study commitments; approved leave etc);
· return travel – evidence of travel arrangements (travel bookings and/or itinerary).
If you are applying for a visitor visa with the intention of getting married or if you have recently married in addition to the above you need to provide evidence of the marriage arrangements or marriage/civil union certificate.  Full medical certificates and police certificates will also be required to be submitted at the time of lodging your application.  
The sponsor needs to be an eligible sponsor who has not previously sponsored more than one other successful principal applicant or been sponsored themselves in the five years immediately preceding the date this application is made.  Definition of an eligible sponsor refer policy F2.10.10
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